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SUBJECT: NIGERIA: PRESIDENT GOWON TO VISIT UK 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH AF DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
BLAKE ON APRIL 25, NORMAN ASPIN, ASSISTANT UNDER SECRE- 
TARY AT FCO, SAID NIGERIAN PRESIDENT GOWON WOULD VISIT 
UK FOR SEVERAL DAYS EARLY IN JUNE. MAIN PURPOSE OF VISIT 
WILL BE FOR GOWON TO RECEIVE HONORARY DEGREE AT CAMBRIDGE 
ON JUNE 5 (WHICH IS ALSO REFERENDUM DAY HERE), BUT GOWON 
WILL ALSO BE SEEING PRIME MINISTER WILSON WHO HAS INVITED 
HIM TO TROOPING OF COLOR CEREMONY ON QUEEN'S OFFICIAL 
BIRTHDAY. 

2. COMMENT: IMPORTANCE OF UK TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN 
NIGERIA CONTINUES STRONGLY TO INFLUENCE UK POLICY TOWARD 
AFRICA. EVER SINCE EARLY SEVENTIES WHEN, THANKS TO 
NIGERIAN OIL WEALTH, UK TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN BLACK 
AFRICA BECAME MORE IMPORTANT THAN THEIR ECONOMIC INTER 
ESTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, BRITISH HAVE TRIED HARD TO RE- 
ALIZE EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO GET CLOSER TO NIGERIANS. AL- 
THOUGH WE HAVE NOT YET SEEN PROGRAM FOR GOWON VISIT, HE 
SHOULD HAVE NO TROUBLE SEEING ANYONE HE WANTS TO MEET IN 
GOVERNMENT OR BUSINESS CIRCLES. 
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